2                                     THE DEPRESSED CLASSES

definition. It comprehends untpuchability though it is not
synonymous with it. It connotes not only a low place in the
caste hierarchy together with 'the existence of social and reli-
gious disabilities but a low economic position as well. Evidently
we are concerned with a group of castes whose social, economic
and other circumstances are such as deserve special protection
in a society. But to be able to say whether a particular
caste belongs to this category is not an easy matter. Con-
ditions vary not only from province to province but also from
caste to caste in the same province, and therefore no
* universally' valid definition of the term ' depressed class' is
possible.

To facilitate the task of picking out castes that may be con-
sidered depressed, Dr Hutton, the Census Commissioner for
1931, suggested certain tests. These are:

1.  Whether the caste or class in question can be served by

clean Brahmins or not.

2.  Whether the caste or class in question can be served by

barbers, water-carriers, tailors, etc. who servo tho Caste
Hindus.

3.  Whether the caste in question pollutes a Caste Hindu

by contact or by proximity.

4.  Whether the caste or class in question is one from whose

hands a Caste Hindu can take water,

5.  Whether the caste or class in question is debarred from

using public conveniences such as roads, ferries, wells,
or schools.

6.  Whether the caste or class in question is debarred from

the use of Hindu temples.

7.  Whether in ordinary social intercourse a well-educated

member of the caste or class in question will be treated
as an equal by high caste men of the same educational
qualifications.

8.  Whether the caste or class in question is merely depressed

on account of its own ignorance, illiteracy, or poverty
and but for that would be subject to no social disability.

9.  Whether it is depressed on account of the occupation fol-

lowed and whether but for that occupation it would be
subject to no social disability.